	CRITERIA
	5 - EXCELLENT
	4 - GOOD
	3 - SATISFACTORY
	2 - NEEDS IMPROVEMENT
	1 - INCOMPLETE

	CONTENT & THEME
	Poem has a clear and compelling theme; content is exceptionally engaging and original.
	Poem has a clear theme and engaging content with some originality.
	Theme and content are clear but lack originality.
	Theme is unclear, content is somewhat engaging.
	Theme is missing or content is unengaging.

	LANGUAGE & WORD CHOICE
	Exceptional use of language; word choice enhances the poem significantly.
	Good use of language; word choice is appropriate and enhances meaning.
	Language is appropriate but lacks complexity.
	Language is basic; word choice does not enhance the poem.
	Language is unclear or inappropriate.

	PERFORMANCE & DELIVERY
	Delivery is powerful, with excellent voice modulation and expression.
	Delivery is strong, with good voice modulation and expression.
	Delivery is adequate, with some expression.
	Delivery lacks expression and voice modulation.
	Delivery is flat and lacks expression.

	EMOTION & ENGAGEMENT
	Emotion is deeply felt; audience engagement is high.
	Emotion is clear and engaging.
	Emotion is present but not fully engaging.
	Emotion is minimal, and audience engagement is low.
	Emotion is absent, and engagement is lacking.

	CREATIVITY & ORIGINALITY 
	Poem is highly creative and original; stands out as unique.
	Poem shows creativity and some originality.
	Poem is somewhat creative but lacks originality.
	Poem shows minimal creativity.
	Poem lacks creativity and originality.
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